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a n  elite gun  book club 

A Limited Edition Collector’s Series in 
Leather & Gold 

the ultimate addition to a firearms library 

The books are important volumes, rare and long out-of-print. When originals are 
found today, condition may be only fair, but price is invariably high. These are classic 
firearms and handloading texts by such masters as Mattern, Naramore, Whelen and 
Sharpe - and other books from early in this century on sporting and military rifles, 
handguns, shotguns, every aspect of shooting, hunting and gunsmithing. Every book 
in our series will be a beautiful and valuable addition to your library. 

Premium features of construction make these volumes more costly than ordinary 
books - but they are much more attractive and durable than the rare originals. 

Size varies according to the original edition. No effort is spared to reproduce photos 
and art with maximum clarity and quality. Paper is acid-free to insure durability for 
generations. Page edges are gold gilded to further reduce the ravages of moisture. 
Finally, the pages are Smythe-sewn - an old but the strongest method of binding 
signatures together. 

Custom-designed endpapers reinforce the volume for stressless opening and closing 
for years to come. The covers themselves have set heads, hubbed spines and head- 
bands; these features are also old and seldom used because of cost - but they add 
immeasurably to durability and appearance. 

Genuine feather, goldstamped with the name of the book, covers the spine and 
partial-wraps the front and back cover. The remainder of the covers are top quality 
cloth, the front gold-embossed with the Wolfe’s-head logotype. A permanently sewn- 
in ribbon marker completes the volume. 

Limited to only 1,500 numbered copies. When you order your first book you will 
be assigned a number. You will continue to receive that number as long as you order 
each new book as it is offered. If you d o  not wish to accept a particular offering, you 
will lose your numerical assignment; we cannot guarantee that you will receive the 
number again if you resume purchases later in the series. If you are not a subscriber 
to Wolfe Library Classics already and if you haven’t put your name on our waiting 
list, you still can. Although the series is “sold out,” some numbers have become available; 
but the first several titles with those numbers are already sold. NOTE! This is a series 
that you subscribe to. If you cancel any book in the series, you have cancelled your 
assigned number in the series. If you are fortunate enough to be assigned a number 
(dropped by a former subscriber) you are telling us that you agree to accept all future 
books in the series. Also, you cannot buy individual books from the series nor be put 
on the waiting list for specific titles. 

Prices of the individual books will vary accordingly to their size and the complexity 
of production - $30 to $60 range - but will be priced fairly for their quality. They 
will, because of this quality and their intrinsic value, be the ultimate in elegance and 
excellence of fine book publishing. 

The following titles are only a few of the books selected to appear in the Wove Library Classics. 

Alaskan-Yukon Trophies Won and Lost, Young, G.O. 
Textbook Pistols and Reuoluers, Hatcher, J.S. 
The Wilderness Hunter, Roosevelt, Theodore 
A Hunter’s Wanderings in Africa, Selous, Frederick Courtenay 
The Modern Sportsman’s Gun and Rifle, Stonehenge 

(Pseud. of John Henry Walsh) 
The Sporting Rifle, Winans, Walter 
Field, Couer and Trap Shooting, Bogardus, Adam H. 

The Book of the Rifle, Fremantle, Hon. T.F. 
The Gun and I t s  Development, Greener, William Wellington 
The Identification of Firearms, Gunther, Jack D. & Charles 0. 
Practical Dope on the 22 ,  Ness, F.C. 
Principles and Practice of Loading Ammunition, Naramore, Earl 
Amateur Gunsmithing, Whelen, Major Townsend 
African Rifles and Cartridges, Taylor, John 
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C.E. Harris 

7.62x39mm Russian (M43) 
URING WW 11, the Russians D used large numbers of PPSh41 

and PPS43 submachine guns firing the 
7.62x25mm pistol cartridge. They suf- 
fered from poor accuracy and lethality 
beyond 100 meters, and were ineffective 
against resistant cover in urban com- 
bat. The Germans were using new 
assault rifles, selective-fire weapons 
chambered for the 7.92~33- car- 
tridge, which featured a 123-grain 
bullet around 2,100 fps. 

The ability of the new German small 
arms to provide controlled bursts at 
short range, or accurate, effective 
semi-automatic fire out to 300 meters, 
greatly impressed Russian military 
planners. They launched a crash pro- 
gram to develop a comparable system. 

Right, the SKS carbine in the photo 
was recovered from Vietnam. Its 

folding bayonet has been removed. 
Although it has seen much hard 

use, it will punch out three-MOA 
five-shot groups consistently when 

fed Lapua ammunition or good 
handloads - with the issue sights, 

of course. 

10 

The 7.62~39- M43 round and 
SKS45 semi-automatic carbine were 
field tested during the war’s last days 
but the SKS was never more than an 
interim weapon. 

In the postwar era, Soviet tactics 
changed to reflect lessons of the war. 
Infantry was organized into motorized 
units copied after the German blitz- 
krieg concept. This required a compact 
selective-fire rifle better adapted to 
carrying in and rapidly dismounting 
from vehicles and aircraft. The Avto- 
mat Kalashnikov 1947 (AK47) resulted. 

The AK has since been improved 
and simplified to ease manufacture. 
The AKM and its variants, firing 
7.62~39- ammunition, are standard 
military weapons everywhere in the 
world that arms firing the 5.56mm 
and 7.62mm NATO cartridges are not. 
Consequently, the 7.62x39mm is the 

left, a 7.62x39mm round (center) is 
flanked by its replacement, one of the 
new Soviet 5.45x39mm cartridges on 
its left and the new 5.56mm NATO load 
on its right. 

most widely used and manufactured 
military small arms cartridge in the 
world. However, the 7.62~39 is being 
replaced in combat units of the Soviet 
army, by newer weapons which use the 
5.45x39mm cartridge. 

Typical 7.62x39mm Ball ammunition 
used by Warsaw Pact countries is 
loaded in lacquered or copper washed 
steel cases and features 122-grain 
gilding metal clad, steel jacketed, 
boat-tail bullets with mild steel cores. 
Their velocity from the AKM with its 
16.4-inch barrel is about 2,330 fps .  
Some countries, such as Yugoslavia, 
Finland and Egypt, who also use the 
7.62x39mm, load their service ammuni- 
tion in brass cases, with 123-grain lead 
core, flat or cup-based bullets. Boxer- 
primed, brass-cased ammunition of this 
type is manufactured for the U.S. 
market by Norma (Sweden), Lapua 
(Finland) and CBC (Brazil). 

Midway Arms also produces a 
123-grain softpoint hunting load, but 
this ammunition is loaded several 
hundred fps  below foreign ammo. 

Although the Frankford Arsenal and 
Lake City Army Ammunition Plant 
produced 7.62x39mm ammunition in 
Boxer primed, brass cases for use by 
allies in captured weapons, it was never 
common stateside. Most surviving 
cases of this type are devoid of 
headstamps, and were brought home by 
GIs returning from Vietnam and 
Grenada. 

Because of the small powder capacity 
of the 7.62x39mm case, bullets heavier 
than 130 grains cannot be driven fast 
enough at  acceptable chamber pres- 

- 
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sures to give reliable performance on 
game. They cduld be used for plinking, 
but 2,000 f p s  is about the limit far 
typical 150-grain bullets. 

Foreign 7.62x39mm bullets are .3100 
to .3115 inch in diameter. Barrels vary 
widely in bore and groove diameters 
but the average has a .301-inch bore, 
a .310 groove diameter, four-groove 
rifling and a 10-inch twist. 

Midway and Lapua both offer 

inch diameter. All bullets uesd in semi- 
automatic rifles of this caltler should 
be cannelured to permit secure crimp 
ing into the case. 

Powders giving best results in 
7.62x39mm handloads are moderately 
fast burning and fine grained to permit 
the highest possible charge weight. 

Foreign 7.62x39mm loads contain a 
fine-grained, extruded tubular powder 
which resembles H-322 in appearance, 
bough it is faster burning. When Lake 

7.62~39mm 123-grain bullets of .310- 

City loaded 7.62x39mm ammunition 
the nominal powder c h a r p  was 21 
grains of noncanister IMR-4475, or 1 
spherical powder of similar burninj 
rate. 

Of the handloading powders corn 
manly available, the best choices art 
O b  680 and 4198 by DuPont o 
Hodgdon. These powders are somewha 
faster than powders used in factor 
loads but normal ballistics can bl 
closely approximated. Hercules Reloda 
7 and Hodgdon H-322 can also bl 
used. Slower powders are ineffectivi 
because powder capacity does no 
permit attaining full velocities. Faste 
powders can be used, but only with thl 
lightest bullets. 

Given suitable components and a sa# 
starting load, the 7.62x39mm is no 
particularly difficult to reload. A gooc 
starting load would consist of eitha 
21.0 grains of IMR-4198 or 23.0 
of WW 680 with a 123 to 125-grai1 
bullet. 

dOLlD BASETM 
Boat Tail Bullets 

Bred for Accuracy 
Proven in the Field 
Competitively priced in boxes of 100 
Send for catalog to Nosler, Box 688, 
Beaverton, OR 97075 U S A .  

45 Gr. H 

50 Gr. Exp 

50 Gr. S 

50 Gr. Holk 
(Match & 

0 
cu 52 Gr. S 

52 Or. Holla 
(Match B 

55 Gr. S 

60 Gr. S 

70 Gr. Holk 
(Match & 

75 Gr. S 

85 Gr. S 

100 Gr. S 

cu 

7.62xSGmrn Load Data 
powder chaw 

(owns) 
110 Speer Varminter 
IMR-4198 25.0 
WW-680 25.0 
123 Lapua FMJ 
IMR-4198 24.5 
H-4198 24.5 
R L-7 26.5 

WW-680 24.0 
H-322 28.5 

123 Midway 
H-322 27.5 

H-4198 24.5 

H-322 27.5 
H-322 28.0 
R L-7 26.5 

H-4198 24.5 

BLC(2) 28.5 

125 Sierra 

150 Hornady 

cuo 

Midway 
Midway 

Midway 

100 Gr. S 

2,567 compressed 
2,575 

120 Gr. S In N 

120 Gr. S t 
"! .- 2,289 

2,264* 48,170 CUP 
2,325" 52,080 CUP 
2,330 
2,310 

Lapua 
Lapua 

Fed. 210 
Fed. 210 

2,220 
2,268 compressed 

Lapua Fed. 210 2,184 

2,336 
2.238 

2,243 (, 

162 Gr. f Lapua Fed. 210 2,028 47,040 CUP 

Overall length of all test loads was 2.19 inches, except for those made up with 
Hornady bullets, which was 2.26 inches. Velocities were taken 10 feet from the 
muzzle of a Ruger Ranch Rifle with an 18.5-inch barrel. 

v~iocity a 
15 feet m u m  

IfPS) (CUP) 

123 Midway SP factory load 1,998 40,530 
122 Chinese PS 71-83 military load 2,230 40,940 
123 Lapua factory load 2,354 49,480 
123 Hansen M67 Yugoslavian factory load 2,424 57,900 

' Velocities instrumental, measured 15 feet from the muzzles. Pressures taken 
in a Wilson Arms company pressure barrel 20 inches long with a .300-inch bore 
and .=inch groove diameter. Rate of twist: one turn in 10 inches. Other loading 
data is believed safe, based on author's experience but loads not pressuretested 
should be approached with caution. 

I ^  - -.- 
150 Or. F 

150 Gr. ! 

~lr, 150 Gr. Holl 
(Match I 

165 Gr. ! 

168 Gr. Holl 
(Match i 

170 Gr. f 

180 Gr. I 
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Tavori te 

0 17 

mick 
Saunders 

-17-222 Loads 
powder charge velocity group remarks 

(grains) (fps) (inches) 

18 Wood 
R L-7 17.7 4,020 .987 5 of 7 shots, under a dime 

18.4 4,007 ,764 

H-335 21.2 3,573 - - - - 
22.0 3,660 - - - - 

20 Wood 
R L-7 19.0 4,112 .563 second most accurate load 
H-335 21.2 3,625 - - - - 

22.0 3,729 - - - - 

19.0 4,125 ,487 most accurate load 

22 Lee 
IMR-4198 17.0' 3,611 - - - -  

17.0 3,625 1.045 
25 Kornady 
IMR-4198 17.0' 3,603 - - - -  bullets keyholed 

bullets keyholed 17.0 3,663 - - - - 
* Remington 6% primers: all other loads used Remington 7Y2s 

Rifle was built on Sako action with a 24-inch Hoffman barrel. 
Twist rate was one turn in 11 inches. 
Hornady bullets were very erratic with many keyholes. Lee 22-grain 
bullets gave one-inch groups, but best accuracy came with 18 and 
20-grain bullets. 

-17 Ackley Bee Loads 
All loads with R e h g t o n  7% primers 

powder charge velocity group remarks 
(grains) (fps) (inches) 

25 Kornady 

R L-7 13.0* 
AA5744 14.0 

14.5 
H-335 , 14.5 

15.5 

25 Remington 
H-4227 11.0 
R L-7 13.2' 
N-200 13.2 
AA5744 13.5 

14.0 
14.5 

IMR-4198 14.0 
14.5 

H-335 14.5 
15.5 

BL-C(l) 15.5 
BL-C(2) 15.5 

H-4227 11.0 

IMR-4198 14.0 

BL-C(1) 15.5 

3,113 1.089 
3,267 ,684 second most accurate load 
3,630 1.883 
3,444 ,793 
3,651 1.885 
2,938 2.685 
3,136 1.781 
3,071 - - - - 

3,068 1.653 
3,475 ,597 most accurate load 
3,268 - - - - 
3,554 - - - - 
3,652 1.085 
3,772 1.456 
3,521 ,930 
3,729 1.287 
2,945 1.348 
3,159 1.237 
3,146 - - - -  
3,051 - - - - 

Rifle built on ,310 Martini Cadet action with 20-inch Shilen 1-in-10-inch 
twist barrel, and showed definite preference for Remington bullets. 
* Of the Reloder 7 charges, the 13.0-grain load is preferred. The 
13.2-grain charge gives extraction problems. 
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NE OF THE more fanatical of the 0 .l7-caliber fans in the country 
is Dick Saunders (Saunders Gun & 
Machine Shop, Manchester, IA). As 
Dick likes to tell it, “At a bench rest 
match back in ’72, a shooting buddy 
handed me a small cartridge. I t  was the 
.17 Hornet, the first I ever examined. 
As I studied it, something snapped 
somewhere in the dark recesses of my 
mind. I’ve been a .17 addict ever since.” 

During the intervening years, Dick 
has built more .17-caliber rifles than he 
cares to recall. He has sent thousands 
of the small bullets downrange, too - 
most of which he had handloaded him- 
self. Regardless, the round has never 
lost its fascination and he continues to 
champion it a t  any and every oppor- 
tunity. 

The secrets of successful .17 perfor- 
mance, in Dick’s judgment, are two: 
“Keep the bore clean and don’t ask 
more of those tiny bullets than they can 
deliver!” He believes in scrubbing out 
the bore after every 10 to 15 shots and 
limits his varmint shooting to 300 
yards or less, depending on which of the 
stubby cartridges he happens to be 
shooting. 

Which of the .17s does he consider 
best? His reply was unhesitating: “I  
never met a .17 I didn’t like - apologies 
to Will Rogers, of course. . .” 

The following tables contain some of 
Dick’s recommended loads for the .17 
Kimber Hornet, the .17 Ackley Bee, the 
.17 Remington and .17-222. - AI Miller 

0 

A 

L 

f 

r 

Be alert - Publisher cannot accept responsibility for errors In published load data. 

L 

-17 Kimber Hornet Loads 
All loads featured Remington 71/2 primers 

powder 

25 Hornady 
H-4227 

IMR-4198 
R L-7 
25 Remington 
H-4227 
IMR-4198 
RL-7 

charge 
(grains) 

10.0 
10.4 
10.7 
11.0 
10.0 

10.7 
11 .o 
10.0 

velocity 
(fPS) 

3,149 
3,213 
3,346 
2,957 
2,937 

3,334 
3,020 
2,585 

group 
(inches) 

3.481 
3.000 

3.173 
1.168 

_ _ _ _  

_ - - -  
_ _ _ _  
_ _ _ _  

Two Kimber rifles used in these tests, serial number 2 firing 269 shots, 
and serial number 9 firing 667 shots. Both had barrels by Shilen. 
Number 9 preferred Remington bullets. number 2 preferred Hornadys. 
Saunders does not recommend the .17 Hornet for humane kills beyond 
200 yards. 

-17 Remington Loads I All loads use Remington 7% primers 

powder charge 
(grains) 

Rifle No. I:* 
25 Hornady 
BL-C(2) 21 .o 

22.0 
IMR-4895 23.0 
IMR-4320 23.5 

24.5 
25 Rernington 
BL-C(2) 21 .o 

22.0 
IMR-4895 23.0 
IMR-4320 23.5 

24.5 

Rifle No. 2: * 
25 Hornady 
IMR-4320 23.0 

23.5 
24.0 

H-335 22.0 
22.5 
23.0 
23.5 
24.0 

velocity group remarks 
(IPS) (inches) 

3,503 _ _ _ _  
3,656 _ _ _ _  
3,913 _ _ _ -  
3,790 - _ _ _  most accurate load 
4,047 _ - _ _  

3,620 _ _ _ _  
3,669 _ _ - -  
3,930 _ _ _ _  
3,789 _ _ - -  
4,047 _ _ _ _  

,906 
1.193 
1.090 
,976 
,940 
.81 1 
,679 most accurate load 
,738 

3,703 
3,842 
3,899 
3,718 
3,870 
3,915 
4,018 
3,992 

Rifles No. 3 and 4:* 
25 Hornady 
WW-760 26.0 3,750 _ _ - -  

26.0 3,476’* - - - - 
IMR-3031 21.5 3,679 _ _ _ _  
B L-C(2) 22.0 3,450** - - - - 
25 Remington 
WW-760 26.0 3,489** - - - -  

26.0 3,824 _ _ _ _  
IMR-3031 21.5 3,623 _ _ _ _  
6 L-C(2) 22.0 3,475** - - - - 

Notes on rifles: 
Number 1 was the first .17 Remington experimented with. It would 
shoot %-inch groups, but was inconsistent. Believe the cartridge is too 
big for .17 caliber. 
Number 2 was a Sako 17 Deluxe Model. Its owner reported much 
success on red fox, crows and prairie dogs. He had tried some 
Hornady bullets, but concluded Remingtons were more accurate in this 
rifle. 
Test data of Rifles 3 and 4 were reported by their owners. Note the 
differences in performance from similar charges of WW-760 in the two 
rifles. 
* * loads fired in a rifle with a 20-inch Shilen barrel. 
The other rifle had a Remington factory barrel. 

-17-222R Loads 
on Australian .222 rimmed cases 

powder charge velocity group remarks 

25 Hornady 
(grains) (fps) (inches) 

IMR-4198 16.0 3,503 - - - -  
16.5 3,519 1.254 

BLC(2) 19.0 3,483 1.382 

19.5 3,538 1.390 
19.3* 3,568 - - - - 

BL-C(1) 20.0 3,621 - - - - could not hit target 
R L-7 18.5 3,886 ,902 cases sticky 
H-322 18.0 3,361 - - - - 

’ This load with Federal 200 primers; all others used Remington 7Ms. 
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